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WHAT IS THAT?
THE IMPORTANCE OF DONOR RECORDS.
By Jeanne Kaufmann
Thinking about putting up a new exhibit and need some ideas? Take a look through the museums’
collections and see all the wonderful objects that are just waiting to be put on display.
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But wait, what is that?
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What was it used for?

You’re not sure about what an object is or its use so you go to the accession or donor records to get
the answer, but all you find is the donor’s name and an object number. Where is all the information
that should tell you what the item is and the story behind it? Where is the donor record? Did it ever
exist?
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Do you really think it is that easy to perform a quick internet search and get all the answers? What
happens if after an exhaustive amount of research you still cannot find the information? Maybe you
decide to contact the donor only to find that they don’t remember or worse yet, have passed away.
How can you tell a story if you do not know the history or background associated with an object?
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The inability to find information or just the lack of information is not only frustrating, but could also
lead to a significant loss of historical knowledge. It is important to gather as much information about
an object as possible when it is offered to the museum for consideration to avoid future time
consuming research trying to figure out what the mysterious item is and what it was used for.
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Enter the importance of Donor Records.
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Donor records not only transfer ownership to the museum via a Deed of Gift, they can capture and
record historical value. If you decide that the item in question is valuable to have in your
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Continued on page 2

COLLECTIONS RESEARCH FOR
MUSEUMS HAS A WEBSITE!
Now you can visit us on the web at
http://museumcollectionmgmt.com.

NEW TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES
FROM COLLECTIONS RESEARCH
FOR MUSEUMS
ONLINE TRAINING CLASSES

Collections Research for Museums has teamed up
with the Northern States Conservation Center to
offer two new Online classes: The Basics of
Museum Registration and Collections
Management: Cataloging Your Collections.

Check the Museum Classes Online website at
www.museumclasses.org or contact us for more
information. Other classes are available.
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OUR 2006 MUSEUM CLASSES ONLINE SCHEDULE

July 5 through 31, 2006: MS 207: Museum
Collections Management: Cataloging Your Collection
Look for the Basics of Museum Registration in
2007.

HANDS-ON TRAINING SEMINARS IN ESTES PARK,
COLORADO

Collections Research has teamed up with the
Westend Training Center in Estes Park, Colorado for

(Continued on pg 2)

NEW
FRO

Collec
with th
offer tw
Museu
Manag

Cont from page 1
waterproof containers)


Stability is more important than ‘magic
numbers’ for temperature and humidity.
Sometimes compromise is necessary to reach a
temperature and humidity reasonable for your
geographic area and the majority of your
collection. Microclimates—small enclosed
spaces with special humidity control using silica
gel—can be created for sensitive materials.
Limit light exposure, especially for sensitive
materials, such as fabrics and photographs, and
choose your lighting and light levels well;
making sure to filter florescent lighting and
natural light to block the ultraviolet rays.

________ ________________________________

2011 TRAINING SCHEDULES

ONLINE TRAINING
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